
GG News
27th February 2026

It has been so lovely to welcome the children back after half term, along 
with the appearance of some sunshine, has made for a great week!
We have certainly ‘hit the ground running’ this week. Our choir went to the 
O2 in London on Tuesday to perform as part of the Young Voices choir – a 
most incredible experience for them, which they will remember for many 
years. 
The football and netball teams have been in action once again. Both teams 
played well and we are proud of how well they represented our school.
It has been a pleasure, as always, to meet you at parent’s evenings – thank 
you for taking the time to come. The book fair at parent’s evening was a 
roaring success and will be open after school on Friday and Monday, too. 
Please aim to pay by card/Apple Pay as we will have limited cash available.

Star of the week

1HK    Robin   1KM   Penny           2CA    Ollie               2MC Rohan
3VW  Hannah   3HC  Georgia       4KC    Dominic         4TF  Kaysen
5RD   Rosiee     5CT   Phoebe       6HB     Brody            6BA   Connor

Attendance

The class with the highest attendance in the past week: 
1HK  97.2% (they will have 15 minutes choice of a treat next week).    
 
The child with 100% attendance in this last week, chosen by a 
random generator: 
Lily R 4KC -  she gets to choose a book from Miss Bowers’ selection 
of prize books.      

5th June Year 1
12th June Year 2
19th June Year 5
26th June Year R
3rd July Year 6

10th July Year 3
17th July Year 4

PPA Days for this term.
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On Tuesday, our choir travelled to the O2 for the Young Voices 
concert. They spent the afternoon rehearsing with the other 7000+ 
children before performing to family and friends in the audience. 
An unforgettable night for them all.
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We are expecting most purchases to be via the card machine (card/Apple Pay) so 
will have limited cash. If paying in cash, please try to have the correct change. 
Thank you.

Fri / Mon     3:30pm

School

As previously advertised, we are inviting the children to come 
to school either in a book character costume or pyjamas (clean 
pjs with suitable footwear, please!)  
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ART WEEK EXHIBITION
More photos showcasing our art week.
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Oracy in school
During the last half term we have increased our focus on speaking and listening – 
oracy. We strongly believe that for a child to be able to learn to write well, they need 
to be able to speak well.
We invited a team from ‘The Philosophy Man’ to work with our children and staff on 
strategies to use to improve oracy skills.

Here is a report from Tom Bigglestone and Jason Buckley from The Philosophy Man, 
who came into school and led the oracy workshops with pupils as well as delivering staff 
training:

The Philosophy Man comes to Georgian Gardens (in fact, two of them!)

It was an absolute pleasure to work with pupils at Georgian Gardens. Miss Bowers gave 
a list of topics for each year group and challenged to come up with oracy activities for 
each one. A very fun task! And a real treat for us both Jason and I work together. A lot of 
schools only bring one of us in, but Miss Bowers was so keen for everyone to get a taste 
of philosophy-flavoured oracy, she got us both to come!

In Reception, we invented stories about animals down on the farm getting into sticky 
situations and debated how best to get out them.
In Year One, we co-created some more stories that led to juicy contestable questions.
In year Two, we were heroic adventurers having to decide how to persuade a dragon to 
stop tormenting the local villagers.
In year Three, we debated what the best part about being a Roman soldier was - land, 
travel or medical care?
In Year Four, we discussed what should be done with an undiscovered Egyptian tomb - 
should the mummies be left to rest in peace?
In Year Five, we tackled dilemmas from ancient Greek mythology about freedom.
...and in Year Six, we explored the very pertinent and timely topic of extreme weather 
and the extent to which richer countries should pay for the damage to poorer countries.

What really struck us was the pupil's willingness to put ideas forward and really get 
their teeth into juicy, philosophical questions. Such an intellectual appetite!

The staff Twilight session was just as fun as we looked at various different principles to 
help everyone find their voice in the classroom. Teachers were very enthusiastic and left 
armed with lots of ideas on how to embed opportunities for talk within their topics and 
we hear things have been going very well since!

Thank you very much to Miss Bowers and her team for inviting us in, and to all the staff 
and pupils for making us feel so welcome and so gamely participating in all of the 
activities.

If you're interested in what this all looks like in the classroom, plus some ideas useful at 
home, take a look at our special page on oracy at www.thephilosophyman.com/oracy

http://www.thephilosophyman.com/oracy
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Just a little note to let you 
know we have the World Book 
Day Books here in Arcade 
Bookshop.
We're looking forward to 
welcoming lots of children as 
they choose their free books!
I may (I did!) have over 
ordered, so there's plenty to 
go around!
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Parents’ Evenings

3:30pm – 6pm
Mon 20th Oct / Wed 22nd Oct

*Wed 25th Feb/Thurs 

26th Feb*

Date changed to allow for book fair

Open Classrooms

From 2:45pm
Mon 24th Nov 23rd March 22nd June

Sports Day

KS1 am  KS2 pm

Thursday 18th June (back up 25th 

June)
Summer Fair

3:30 – 5:15pm
*** New Date ***      Fri 26th June

Y6 production

1:30pm / 6:30pm

Tues 14th July pm    / Thurs 16th July   pm 

and evening
Y6 presentation eve 6pm – 7pm Mon 20th July

World Book Day (dress up)
Thurs 5th March

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY

Book Fair        Wed 25th Feb – Tues 3rd March

CAR PARKING

Parking in the staff car park is 
only allowed before 8am and 

after 4pm                               
(for HIVE / clubs)

Only permit holders / blue 
badges are allowed in at 

other times. THIS IS FOR OUR 
CHILDREN’S SAFETY
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